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Professor Thomson is lecturing at the 
Annual European Meeting in Helsinki at the 
beginning of May on a development which 
is now feasible to treat appendicitis by using 
a colonoscope rather than an operation and 
this is being done now in quite a lot of 
children outside the UK, and is something 
we are looking to expand into in the UK.  

__________ 

 

We will be filling you in on any exciting 
developments in mainstream inflammatory 
bowel disease and Coeliac disease after the 
meeting in our June newsletter.  

__________ 

 
 

    

Importantly, the Safety Executive for the UK has come out with recommendations on Button Batteries 
and how they should be packaged and kept to avoid accidental ingestion by young children and 
toddlers, which is a significant step forward.  Ideally we would not have these items available lying 
around and so education is really important, as these batteries can be active and cause damage to the 
oesophagus if a child has swallowed these, even if they have stopped working in a device as they have 
run out of sufficient charge to power the device.   Families need to be aware to dispose of these 
properly.  

__________ 

 

Children who are slow eaters, or who have actual swallowing problems may have a condition called 
eosinophilic oesophagitis which is essentially eczema of the swallowing tube and it is particularly 
pertinent around this time of year when hay fever is more commonly experienced.  This is probably 
because inhaled allergens seem to stimulate the oesophagus to increase the number of allergy cells 
and inflammation in the oesophagus as well.  Leading to worsening symptoms at this time of the year.  
If you have any problems, if your child has already been diagnosed with eosinophilic oesophagitis, 
please do contact Professor Thomson’s team, and if there is no diagnosis already made and your child 
has problems with swallowing or is a very slow eater then by all means by in touch and we will consider 
whether we need to make this diagnosis or discuss it any rate with you.  
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